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References External links Category:Educational organisations based in Bulgaria Category:Youth organisations based in
BulgariaMexican sea lion The Mexican sea lion (Zalophus lurus) is the smallest member of the sea lion species group. It is found
in the tropical western Atlantic, from the Gulf of Mexico to Brazil, and in the South Pacific from Chile to New Zealand.
Females are smaller than males, and have a smaller head. The pectoral fins are larger than in other sea lions. In addition to using
flipper power, it can swim underwater by moving its fins. This may be called "breaching", and is used to feed on fish.
Taxonomy The Mexican sea lion was described as Prionace lurus by Carl Linnaeus in the 10th edition of his Systema Naturae in
1758. It is one of the five living species included in the subgenus Zalophus. Zalophus is the only subgenus in which all the
species are known to be hermaphrodite. The other three Zalophus species are Zalophus japonicus, Zalophus oeconomus, and
Zalophus wollebaeki. Description The Mexican sea lion has a thick, muscular body, and large flipper. Its body length varies
from and its flipper length from. Weight for individuals is about, and for pups is about. Males are larger than females. Habitat
The Mexican sea lion occurs in several distinct populations throughout the tropical western Atlantic, ranging from the southern
Gulf of Mexico to Brazil, and from the southern Caribbean to the Magdalena Ridge of northern Colombia. In contrast to the
New Zealand sea lion, it is absent from all the Pacific islands south of Costa Rica. It is also very rarely seen in the eastern
Atlantic around the Cape Verde Islands. Although all the populations are fully marine, they have a variety of habitats in which
to exploit, ranging from estuaries, rocky coastal habitats, oceanic islands, and bays, but rarely bays with shells on their seabed.
Diet Breeding occurs in January and February, and May in the north. Most sightings of females occur in August, but males are
seen year-round. Little is known of the diet of this species, though it is a large-bodied animal 1cb139a0ed
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